
Nearly 100 tons of waste per household 
could be diverted if the salvageable 
materials are kept. 

This would also prevent nearly 8.0 metric tons of carbon 
dioxide (MTCO2E) from being emitted from landfills. 

The amount of potential for diversion is reflected in the large 
amounts of salvageable materials existing in an average single 
family home. For example, framing lumber alone, makes up 
6,300 kg of a house’s total mass, with over 9,000 ft of boards 
per house, and if salvaged would prevent 6.5 MTCO2E of 
emissions. Some other quantities that are shockingly large 
and completely salvageable, if a house were be 
deconstructed rather than demolished include:

There is not just one solution to these 
problems. 

We have other ways to fight and manage abandonment, 
including preserving historic structures. These buildings can 
be reused for their original purposes or for new ones 
through adaptive reuse.

Standard Brick10,000 kg & 5,000 bricks per house0.22 MTCO2E emitted if landfilled

Asphalt Shingles
600 kg & 650 sq ft per house0.02 MTCO2E emitted if landfilled

Flooring
1,200 kg & 1,125 sq ft per house0.02 MTCO2E emitted if landfilled

Concrete
34,000 kg & 37 cubic yards per house0.76 MTCO2E emitted if landfilled

Drywall
1,100 kg & 1,445 sq ft0.07 MTCO2E emitted if landfilled

Siding
15,000 kg & 1,620 sq ft0.35 MTCO2E emitted if landfilled




